
 

 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

    18 September 2017 
 

Beach Season Declared Open 
 
The warm spring weather heralds the start of a new patrol season for surf lifesavers 
as they return to protect beaches across the Central Coast this Saturday until the end 
of April.  
 
All fifteen (15) Central Coast patrolled beaches will be open seven days per week from 
this weekend, patrolled on weekends by volunteer surf lifesavers and the Central Coast 
Council lifeguard service mid-week.  
 
Last season local lifesavers contributed over 99,000 volunteer patrol hours protecting 
the community and saved 1,115 lives. With higher than usual beach attendances over 
the past few weekends, they are once again expecting a busy season ahead.  
 
“From this weekend when patrols get underway I know that every single patrolling 
lifesaver will be doing their best to keep beachgoers safe,” said SLSCC President 
Stuart Harvey. 
 
“Our proud record of zero drowning deaths between our iconic red and yellow flags is 
something we cherish. This is why we strongly urge everyone to ALWAYS swim at a 
patrolled location.”   
 
As part of preparations for the new beach season, local surf clubs are calling for new 
members including registrations for the popular Sunday nippers program.   
 
“Lifesaving is something for the whole family to get involved in and there are many 
supporting roles that people can play to help the local community.” Said Harvey. 
 
“I encourage all parents to enrol their kids in Sunday nippers today. It’s an ideal way 
for children to learn essential surf safety skills while meeting new friends and having 
fun at the beach. You will be thankful for the experience.” 
 
To celebrate the start of the beach season, SLSCC is conducting the annual Raising 
of the Flags Ceremony at Shelly Beach SLSC on Saturday 23 September 
commencing at 9.30am. The event will start with a parade of representatives from 
the 15 surf clubs, followed by our rookie lifesaver launch and the flag raising ceremony. 
 
To find out your local surf club’s registration times, please visit www.slscc.com.au or 
your local surf club’s website direct. Alternatively, you can register as a member of 
your chosen surf club online at https://sls.com.au/join/  
 
Important safety tips to remember this swimming season are: 

http://www.slscc.com.au/
https://sls.com.au/join/


• Always swim between the red and yellow patrol flags, for your nearest patrolled beach 
check the BeachSafe app or website 
• Read the safety signs for information about the beach and ask a lifesaver or lifeguard 
for safety information 
• Always swim with someone else so you can look out for each other, and always 
supervise children around the water 
• Never swim under the influence of alcohol or drugs 
• If you need help in the water, stay calm and attract attention by raising one arm 
• In an emergency, dial Triple Zero Police 
 
For Further Information Please Call: 
 
Chris Parker (SLSCC CEO) - 0438 168 214 
Stuart Harvey (SLSCC President) – 0438 422 659 
 
 


